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THE CRYSTAL PALACE AQUARIUM.
ANYONE who has succeeded in maintaining even a small
salt-water aquarium in working order will know the diffi-
culties and the pleasures that attend it. There is, first of
all, the due adjustment of the balance between animal and
vegetable life by the proper arrangement of both forms in
the tank, to say nothing of the various disturbing causes
which may give rise to the death of an animal or plant and
the poisoning of the aqueous medium, on the purity of
which the life of both depends. We are unable to do more
at present than call attention to the splendid aquarium at
the Crystal Palace; but it is only due to the great and
patient exertions of those who have carried out such an un-
dertaking to award them the praise they so richly deserve.
The most successful aquarium in Europe was that in the
Hamburg Zoological Gardens, and it is only one-fourth the
size of the Sydenham aquarium. The methods adopted for
maintaining the proper motion of the water, and its due aera-
tion and temperature, are very ingenious and skilful. Those
who possess a knowledge of marine zoology-and they are
many in the medical profession-as well as those who are mere
amateur dabblers in that study, cannot do better than visit
the aquarium for themselves ; and, with the aid of the little
handbook furnished them and eyes to see, we can promise
them no end of interest. We were recently present at
Professor Flower’s lecture on the Fish, and he took care to
indicate how many points, on which we at present possess
little or very uncertain information, may be cleared up by
studying the fish living in the waters of the aquarium.
Correspondence.
THE IMPROVED DEMONSTRATING
OPHTHALMOSCOPE.
"Audi alteram partem."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR, The interesting article by Mr. Carter, which ap-
peared in your issue of the 13th inst., upon an Improved
Demonstrating Ophthalmoscope, is deserving the attention
of all engaged in ophthalmoscopic work. I have been in
the habit of using Burke’s Ophthalmoscope in the manner
described by Mr. Carter, ever since one of these valuable
instruments (through his kindness) came into my possession,
which is now nearly nine months since. The lens I have
employed has been an ordinary hand-glass sold by opticians
for the examination of pictures, fitted by its handle into a
telescopic stem to allow of its being raised or depressed as
circumstances might require.
With regard to the reflected or "ghost" image, Mr.
Lawrence, so far back as the year 1863, described its pro-
duction in precisely the same manner and with precisely
the same instruments (with the exception of his mirror
being without a perforation) as it is described by Mr. Carter.
Vide &deg;&deg; A New Ophthalmoscope on the Ghost Principle."-
ROHR, part i., vol. 4.
I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.
P. C. S. JEAFFRESON.
Hood-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Jan. 10th, 1872.
THE STATE OF MIND OF MR. WATSON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I beg to forward you the letter which I have just
received from the solicitor who conducted the defence of
Mr. Watson, and shall feel obliged if you will publish it.
I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Dean-street, Soho, Jan. 23rd, 1872. JOS. ROGERS.
78, Dean-street, Soho, Jan. 23rd, 1872.
DEAR SIR,-I was only able to have an interview with
.Nir. Watson at Horsemonger-lane gaol yesterday. He had
not then been informed of the day fixed for carrying out
the sentence, which however was communicated to him by
the chaplain in mv presence. Supposing Mr. Watson to be
of sound mind, I should have imagined that this intelligence
would have impressed him very much; but I am not in the
least exaggerating when I say that Mr. Watson received
the information as if it in no way seriously concerned him.
Again, he mentioned to the governor that one of the
persons who is watching with the gaoler in the cell had
during the previous night walked up and down and made a
noise in keeping up the fire, which disturbed his repose and
prevented his sleeping.
These two circumstances, in addition to those which I
have noticed on previous occasions, convince me that there
is in Mr. Watson great mental weakness and a total want
of power to realise his position.
I remain, dear Sir, vours verv faithfullv.
W. J. FRASER.Dr. Jos. Rogers.
THE PRICE OF IODIDE OF POTASSIUM AND
THE SUPPLY OF KELP.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-A few weeks back THE LANCET called attention to
the steadily-increasing price of iodide of potassium, which
has more than doubled its value within the last six months.
It is extraordinary that so little attention has been directed
to its supply and manufacture. The iodide is well known
by the medical profession to be one of the most valuable
drugs in the Pharmacopoeia. It is also extensively used in
photography, and iodine is in much request for certain
dyes. Its cost as a drug is seriously felt, and must be an
important item in the expenses of Poor-law officers and
charitable institutions. The principal seat of manufacture
is at Glasgow, at which place the kelp is imported from the
Western coasts of Ireland and Scotland, and there sub-
mitted to the usual chemical process and prepared for the
market. There seems to be no reason why the supply of
kelp and the manufacture of iodine should be restricted to
these localities when kelp can be obtained elsewhere under
equally favourable circumstances ; and as there is no dearth
of material or labour, the manufacturers’ profits must now
be large. It is well known to residents in Jersey that great
quantities of sea-wrack are washed up, especially of the
laminaria digitata, which, according to the best authorities,
contains the largest proportion of iodine ; and Ansted, in
his celebrated work on the Channel Islands, states that
"Professor Graham first directed attention to the weed
around Guernsey as the richest known source of iodine."
The same authority states, further, that a larger supply is
found in Jersey owing to its more extended line of coast.
In these islands large quantities of sea-wrack are collected
for agricultural uses, and the laminaria digitata is con-
sidered to be the least advantageous to the land, so that it
could well be spared for another and a more profitable pur-
pose. I am, &c.,
January, 1872. 
_________________ 
JERSEY.
CAMBRIDGE.
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)
THE choice of the Crown of a physician to fill the post
of Regius Professor of Physic has fallen upon Dr. Paget, and
a fresh impulse to the Medical Faculty at Cambridge may
be anticipated from the zeal, experience, and sound judg-
ment of the new Regius Professor. During the twenty
years in which the office has been held by his predecessorp
Dr. Bond, who was a painstaking and conscientious though
unostentatious man, and a thoroughly well-informed prac-
ticalphysician, great advances havebeenmade in Cambridge.
The examinations for medical degrees have been extended
and systematised, and rendered thoroughly practical. They
are, and have for some time been, conducted vivo, voce as
well as by written papers; and the student is subjected to
a rigorous examination on the dead subject in anatomy,
and on preparations, recent and preserved, in pathology.
He is tested in practical physiology and histology, and clini-
cally in the wards of the hospital. Indeed, if I mistake
not, clinical examination in the hospital wards was carried
out in Cambridge long before it was attempted by other
